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Lay of the last minstrel

“Breathes there a man, with soul so dead
who has not said unto himself, this is my own
native land”
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“Symbolism”
    
    
     
    

   


       






     
   
 



     

    
    
    





As commonly used in discussing Literature,
symbol is applied only to a word or set of words
that signifies an object or event which it self
signifies something else, that is the words refer
to something which suggests a range of reference
beyond it self.

- A Glossary of literature Terms - MH Abrams.
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preplanned cruel murder
Resulted in capital punishment
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Indian society’s caste-based hierarchical
social organisation was all pervasive and deep
rooted. Inequality is built into its deepest
structures, excluding vast majority of the people
from public life for centuries, thereby denying
social opportunity, which destroys the possibility
of people realising their elementary human
potential. The socially deprived backward
castes lived in a social oblivion between the
upper caste sudras and the untouchables and
are collectively exploited and deprived of all
the privileges along with dalits. In response to
such hierarchically structured, unequal, and
oppressive social system, some of the de-
pressed castes have mobilised themselves into
forming respective caste associations to fight
for their socio-economic and educational
development. A further step in such mobilisation
efforts was that majority of these caste
associations united to form backward castes
associations. In the social history of modern
India, the role of the social reformers and caste
associations has been adequately recorded, but
it missed out the role and place of the inter-
mediary castes, a stratum higher than the
untouchables, but nonetheless depressed.
These groups, hitherto known as ‘castes other
than depressed classes’ given a new name
‘Other Backward Classes’ by Nehru, have
attracted little attention of researchers.

The term ‘backward classes’ finds its place
in articles 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution
of India, wherein the State is empowered to
make special provision for any socially and

- Dr. Battu Kiritam, Asst. Prof. Of  History, Govt. Degree College, Hayathnagar.

educationally backward classes (SEBCs) of
citizens. Yet, unlike the categories of Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) that
were distinctly defined, the category ‘backward
classes’ remained ambiguous. The term had
come into usage during the British period but
with a variety of referents and evidently without
any clearly specified parameters regarding the
inclusion and exclusion of groups clubbed as
backwards. In its early usage, ‘backward
classes’ was an all-encompassing category that
would include the underprivileged and the
marginalized castes, tribes and communities.
Initiatives of the Government of India :

Among the many initiatives that the
government of India took up to counter the
pervasive inequality, it found affirmative action
to be the most sustaining panacea. The
discussion about the material conditions or the
economic dominance of the group of castes and
communities classified as the “OBCs” in India
is prompted more by beliefs, or localised case
studies, rather than by a detailed analysis of
nationally representative data. Part of the reason
for this gap is the lack of hard data: until the
2011 census, OBCs were not counted as a
separate category, while affirmative action was
targeted towards OBCs at the national level
since 1991, and since much earlier at the state
level. This would be the only instance of an
affirmative action policy anywhere in the world
where the targeted beneficiaries of a national
programme, who ironically form the largest
social group with 41.72% of the population

OBC Movements in Andhra Pradesh &Telangana
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(NSS 2009-10), are not counted as a separate
category in the country’s census. The few
existing estimates on the socio-economic
position of the OBCs place them somewhere
in-between SC-STs and “Others” (the residual
category).

The far-reaching changes that Mandal
Report brought to social and political lives was
to help recognise the idea of backwardness, as
something that is weighed not just by access to
money. In India a social system existed that
sought to see vast number of people as lowly,
inferior and backward. The reservation policy
not only increased the representation of OBCs
in the services, it also enhanced the confidence
and hope amongst OBC students of getting
selected to the services. A greater number
succeeded in the examination, both in the
general and reserved categories. However, a
PIL was filed in the Supreme Court seeking to
“to put to rest” the issue of reservation by
seeking a definition of ‘backward classes’ and
whether more than 50% of the seats could be
reserved. The 1992 judgment in the famous
Indira Sawhney case recognised socially and
economically backward classes as a category,
and said that caste could be a factor for
identifying backward classes and recognised the
validity of the 27 percent reservation. Another
phrase that gained currency through this
judgment was the ‘creamy layer’ — those
among the OBCs who had transcended their
social backwardness were to be excluded from
the reservation. The bench also laid down a 50
percent limit on reservations and said that
economic, social and educational criteria were
needed to define backward classes.

BC Movements in Andhra Pradesh :
As a part of the affirmative action to alleviate

the lot of the backward classes in Andhra
Pradesh, the Anantharaman Commission was
appointed in 1968 to determine the criteria to
be adopted in preparing the list of backward
classes and make suitable recommendations for
the uplift of the backward classes. One of the
recommendations of the Anantharaman
Commission was that the reservation could be
made for a period of 10 years and Government
might review the position thereafter.
Accordingly, Muralidhar Rao Commission was
appointed by the State Government in 1981.
Muralidhar Rao ignored the terms of reference
in constituting the Commission, and refused to
delete any of the backward castes from the
existing list, instead added nine more. He
recommended increasing reservation from 25
to 44 percent for the 52% of the backward
classes’ population in the State. The list of
Backward Classes is divided into 5 groups viz.,
A, B, C, D and E in place of the four existing
groups. The Commission determined the
population of BCs as 52%, taking caste only
as the basis for ascertaining and identifying
them. Accepting these recommendations in July
1986, the Government of Andhra Pradesh
raised the quantum of reservations for BCs from
25%to 44% and added more communities to
the list. The hike in quota was challenged in the
AP High court. A full bench of the AP High
Court, pronouncing its judgment  on
5thSeptember 1986, struck down the increase,
holding that the hike in reservations is violation
of Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution. Faced
with the wrath of the anti-reservationists, the
government took shelter under the Court
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decision and withdrew the Government Order
with equal haste.

After large-scale affirmative action became
the norm, powerful caste groups have started
demanding that they be listed as disadvantaged
in the constitutional schedules. Aspirations of a
growing population have increased the
competition for government jobs and college
degrees and the battle for backwardness has
intensified. Many groups have staged
protracted battles for OBC status and those
already within these categories have fought to
keep them out. The Patidar movement in
Gujarat energised others. Over the past year,
the topic of reservations has constantly been in
the news, with new demands rippling across
regions and communities. For decades, the
Kapus and their subsections – Telaga, Balija
and Ontari – had been demanding OBC status
in Andhra Pradesh. The Andhra Pradesh
government in December 2017 approved the
Justice Manjunatha Commission’s
recommendations to earmark 5% for Kapus.
Other Backward Classes currently have 25%
reservation under five sub-categories: A, B, C,
D and E. Kapus, a predominant caste in coastal
Andhra with a powerful political backing, will
be included as the sixth sub-category F. The
quota for Kapus is applicable only to
educational seats and job, but they cannot
contest seats reserved for OBCs in the local
bodies. Existing OBCs have opposed the entry
of Kapus into the OBC list on the ground that
the powerful community would corner all others
in the reserved seats in the local bodies.
Initiatives of the Government of Telangana :

The Union Government has recently notified
several significant changes for inclusion of

several castes/communities in the Central List
of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) for
Telangana. It is based on the recommendations
of National Commission for Backward Classes
(NCBC) to examine requests for inclusion of
any class of citizens as backward classes in the
lists and hear complaints of over-inclusion and
under-inclusion of any backward class in such
lists and advice to the Central Government as
it deems appropriate.

The gazette notification listed seven castes/
communities including MunnuruKapu
(Telangana) who would no longer be eligible
for reservations in jobs and educational
institutions from the pool of 27 percent quota
for the OBCs, besides 87 castes/communities
have been included in the list making them
eligible for reservations. Significant inclusions
are Dasari and Jangam who were traditionally
engaged in begging and Odde and Kurmi.
Muslim castes/communities included in the list
of the state of Telangana are Mehtar (Muslim),
Dudekula, Laddaf, Pinjari or Noorbash,
Qureshi (Muslim Butchers), Faqir, and Raja-
nnala.

The Backward Classes Commission, with
B S Ramulu as the Chariman, constituted by
the Telangana state government in 2017 is facing
an increasing number of demands from the
communities. The Ramulu Commission is
empowered to look into the issues concerning
BCs, including deletion of castes from existing
groups, inclusion of castes, and changing castes
from one group to another.The panel is required
to prepare a report to take into account the
enhancement of reservations for backward
Muslim groups from four percent to anywhere
between 9 and 12% as recommended by the
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Sudheer Committee. Besides, there are several
issues where the opinion or recommendation
of the commission is required. For example,
the Chief Minister has decided to create a group
‘most backward castes’ among the existing 125
recognised backward castes in addition to the
existing four BC groups. The CM even
announced the creation of a separate
corporation for MBCs.
Rise of OBCs in Politics :

The rise of the Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) in the political arena since the mid-
1980s has been heralded as India’s “silent
revolution”. Indeed, there is no doubt,
especially since the 73rdand 74thconstitutional
amendments in the early 1990s, that the so-
called lower castes have become an important
force in Indian politics at all levels - local, state
and national. The GO issued by the Government
of AP hiking the quota in 1986 and its
subsequent withdrawal clearly reveals the
politics of reservation policy in the State – it

showed how the interest groups based on caste
defined justice in a way that suited them and
thus brought pressure to bear on the
government to bestow benefits on them, and
how the political class sought to use
governmental power either to demand or enact
laws in the name of social justice.

The provision of reservations to the BCs,
SCs and STs in the local bodies is a major
experiment in democratising grassroots politics.
It has already brought a radical change in the
landscape of caste politics in both the states of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, with thousands
of persons from these communities sitting on
the representative bodies at every level and
becoming trained in the craft of politics. In due
course, they will certainly look for positions at
the State level. The more backward among the
backward castes and the dalits are also
becoming assertive, making the caste question
more complicated.
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Human beings have a very close relationship
with nature; not only a relationship, but human
beings are part of the nature.  Five basic
elements earth, water, fire, wind, sky; living and
nonliving, animal and plants are parts of physical
world, and human beings are associated with
all. The mind, thought and language make
human beings different from non-humans.  On
this basis, human beings developed a world,
culture, and society.

Prakruti is the word in Telugu for nature; let
me use the term ‘Prakruti’ instead of nature in
this article.

The term Prakruti has several meanings in
Telugu dictionaries.  Dr.Narasimham quoted
from Gurubala Prabhodhini that ‘Praarambhah
kriyate anayeti prakruti, if we say creation of
universe is itself nature, everything in the world
is nature.’

(Narasimham.Prabandhamulalo
Prakruti Varnalu p.9)

Prakruti has different meanings according to
the context. Mahakavi Kalidas used prakruti
in several meanings. In Abhignana
Shakutamam’sbenedictory sloka:‘Pravartitam
Prakruti hitaya paarthivaha’ (208), the term
prakrutidenotes people.  In Megha Sandesham
sloka ‘Kaamartahi prakruti krupanaashcetana
chetaneshu’ (p.1), takes the term Prakruti to
denote mental state of human being.

The term Prakruti is used with many
meanings in Telugu literature i.e. revolution,
mother, and Goddess Sakthi.  This paper
discusses about the various approaches of

- Dr. Venkata Ramaiah Gampa

Telugu poets and writers of various periods on
nature, some of the texts have been taken for
study to understand different views on nature.
Vasucharitra : A Medieval Prabandha :

Vasucharitra was written by Ramaraja
Bhushana in 16th Century A.D.  He was one
of the poets in Vijayanagara dynasty, during the
rule of Aliya Ramaraya.  Vasucharitra is one of
the well known and much appreciated
prabhanda of Telugu literature. Nannechoda
Kavi wrote Kumarasambhavam of Telugu in
11th century A.D.  This Kavya is full of
description of nature based on Kalidasa’s well
praised work, Ashta Dasa Varnana (18 types
of depiction). This Kavya is considered as the
first work in Telugu which used Ashta Dasa
Varnanas. Latter poets used Ashta Dasa
Varnana in various degrees. Allasani Peddana
of 16th century took the theme from Sanskrit
Puranasa nd composed Telugu works in
Prabhanda style. His poems (—) are full of
descriptions of nature in various forms.  Poets
like Nandi Timmana, Krishnadevaraya, Pingali
Surana also followed the same style. In this
tradition Ramaraja Bhushana wrote
Vasucharitra. Vasucharitra is the greatest of
Telugu Prabandas. It is called as Kavya of
Nature. Shuktimati and Kolahala are inanimate
objects.  However, both are described as the
heroine and hero who lived for love, and
parents of Girika. No other languages have
ever humanized natural objects like this
Prabandha and it is Nabhuto Na Bhavishyat.
(Dr. Narasimham, Antati. Prabandhamulalo
Prakruti Varnalup.137)

Select Telugu Texts : Portrayal of Nature
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River Shuktimati was pregnant after the
sexual intrusion of mount Kolahala.  Lotus faced
Shuktimati’s waist had become wider.  She was
not flowing rapidly, walked very slow.  This
woman with beautiful hair liked to take many
tasty foods.  Her tone turned low.  Breasts of
swan walk woman were taking the shape of
gold lotus.  This river was pregnant, after some
time she gave birth to two children, one boy,
and a girl.

(Ramaraja Bhushana, Vasu charitra,
(Kamalasanudu(edi)) p.47)

If I were born as a woman in heaven or earth
or under world my mother and father will try to
fulfill my desire.  Even if I were born as a
common woman, I would not have any kind of
pain or agony.  Peculiarly I was born as a child
of mountain and river.  That is why I am
smoldering and sinking within myself.

(Ibid. p. 64)
In Vasucharitra natural objects are depicted

as characters, Suktimati is a river, Kolahala is
a mountain, and Girika is their daughter in human
form.  Kolahala first asked Suktimati for her
love but she refused, then Kolahala forced
Suktimati  for  sexual relation, Suktimati
becomes pregnant.  She gives birth to a
daughter named Girika. Vasu Raja is a king
from ———, he meets Girika at her young age,
they fall in love. Devendra a friend of Vasu Raju
comes to know about his love affair, he mediates
to Kolahala to marry his daughter to Vasu Raju,
Kolahal accepting his request gives her
daughter to Vasu Raju. The marriage is the
happy ending of this story.In the convention of
literature, Ramaraja Bhushana depicted river
as female, mountain as male; he treated these
characters with human feeling and emotions;

narrated the story with poetical expressions.
Many of the critics appreciated Vasucharitra
for its musical composition and for its strange
theme, which was new to Telugu literature.

Many of the poets of Prabanda period gave
preference to descriptions of various places,
time, and natural beauty; they did not take the
theme as an important element.  Ramaraja
Bhushana followed the style and form from
previous poets and added theme and content,
created a new type of Prabhanda.  He describes
other natural events like sunrise, sunset, daylight
and various seasons in normal way in the course
of the story like any other poets of his period
but he has taken the natural event itself as the
theme of his story telling to make new form of
Prabhandha.  These natural characters are
taken from Puranas and Mahabaratha and
elaborated into full tale with the elements of
Prabhanda.
Romantic Poets of Telugu (Bhava Kavulu) :

During early 20th century, many Telugu
poets underwent the influence of romantic
poetry of English literature.  They functioned
as the part of Romantic Movement in Telugu
and published many volumes of poems.  Poets
like Rayaprolu Subbarao, Abburi, Adavi
Bapiraju, Pingali- Katuri, Duvvuri Rami Reddi,
Nanduri Subbarao, Viswanatha Satyanarayana,
Vedula satyanarayana wrote romantic poetry.
Dr. C. Narayana Reddy classified Telugu
romantic poetry into six groups. They are 1.
Pranaya Kavitvam (Love poetry), 2. Desha
Bhakti Kavitvamu (Patriotic poetry), 3. Prakruti
Kavitvamu (Nature poetry), 4. Sangha
Samkkarana Kavitvamu (Reformist poetry) 5.
Bhakti Kavitvam (Devotional poetry) 6. Smruti
Kavitvam (Elegy) (Narayana Reddi: p.v).
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Among these six categories Prakruti Kavitvam
(Nature poetry), is one of the important forms.
In Bhava Kavitvam (Romantic poetry) nature
played a key role.

Romantic Poets celebrated love; they used
love as a way to escape from the problems of
life. They liked to move to forests, rivers, hills
and other natural locations to taste the beauty
of the nature and love. They related all their
pleasures and pains to nature, they mingled their
feelings and emotions with nature.  Many of
the Telugu romantic poets wrote about birds,
animals, and plants with imagination and they
created imaginary worlds where they could be
part of beautiful nature.  The works of romantic
poets were classified into three types: 1. Poets
who get bliss from the beauty of nature 2. Poets
who feel unhappy in social life and seek shelter
into nature 3. Poets who feel all the happenings
of the nature as his own.

(Chandra Sekhar,
S.G.D.Adhunikandra Kavitvamlo

Atmashraya Tatvamp.64).
Romantic poets feel that earth and sky are

created for them.  They praise the earth, sky
and all natural elements in their poems.
 “Talanu baiketti kannu reppalanu vippi”

(head raised up eyes opened)
 “Kanu bomala netti bhalambu ghadiya

jerchi” (keeping my eyebrows tight and
keeping my energy at one point)

 “Ghana taraadbuta dhrushtito nannu
chuchuchunnavo, kaka” (you are looking
at me with great attention, apart from)

 “Navvu chundutaye neeku naija gunamo”
(laugh may be your real character)

 “Ashalanu nindiyunna yaakashamandu”
(all hopes fill the sky)

 “Minukuminukumanu kantito merayu-
chunna” (shining and twinkling )

 “China nakshatrama! Naaku cheppaga-
dave ?’’ (Small star! Will you not tell me?)
(Venkata Parvatishvara Kavulu.Kavya
Kusumavali p.59).

 The poet imagines that star is looking and
laughing at him, he asks the star for the
reason for that. Other poet enjoys the
light of star, he feels attached to the sky,
and he says:

 “Digiranu digiranu divinundi bhuviki”
(never, never will to the earth from this
heaven)

 “Navvipodurugaka naketi siggu?” (you
can laugh at me people, I do not shy)
(Krishna Sastry, Devulapalli, .75)

 He wants to stay in the sky and he does
not care for this people.

 Society creates problems to poet. He
wants to avoid the society and leave all
the pains.  He wants to enter into the
nature and be a part of it.

 “Akulo akunay puvulo puvunai” (a leaf
in leaf, flower in a flower)

 “Kommalo kommanay nunuleta
remmanay” (a branch in branch very
tender and fresh twig

 “Ee adavi daagipona” (hidden in this
forest)

 “Etlaina” (some how)
 “Nichatane yaagipona?” (Can I stay

here)
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 “Galagalamani veechu chirugalilo
keratamai” (I want to be a part of
whistling wind)

 “Jalajalani paaru selapatalo tetanai”
(I want to be a part of giggling of stream)

 “Eedavidagipona!” ( hidden in this forest)
(Ibid. p.1)

The poets felt natural events as their own
happiness and sorrow.  These types of poets
imagined nature as mother, wife, sister, and
daughter. They invited nature to enter into their
soul and also worshiped the nature. Lunar
eclipse is a natural event but romantic poet
imagines it in other way as a harm to moon.
Bhava Kavi givs caution to moon:
 “Raaboku rabookura chandamaama!”

(don’t come Don’t come moon)
 “Raahuvu ponchinnuadu tovalona!”

(Rahuvu is waitng on the way)
 “Aakokkatainanu alladakunnadi” (single

leaf is not moving)
 “Mabbullopainedo” ( in the darkness)
 “Maaya kappesindi” (something is

hiding)
 “Tellani neekanti “ (your white eyes
 “Nallanayyenura!”( will become black)
 “Sallani neemomu” ( your cool face)
 “Sannagillenuraa!” ( will be damaged)
 “Parama raakasira  ( evil demon)
 “Paapishti raahuvu”  ( sinned Rahu)
 “Mittila ninupatti” ( it will catch you)
 “Mingaboyyenuraa!”  (and swallow)

(Apparao, Basavaraju. Basavaraju
Apparao Geetaku, P.10)

This type of feeling to nature as fellow human
being is also the characteristic of Telugu
romantic poets.
A Novel titled : Drushyaadrushyam
(Visible and Invisible)

Human life has been changing. Human
requirements are increasing. Human beings are
trying to make so many changes in the nature.
Since time immemorial, there has been a
constant conflict between man and nature
because man always wants and devises various
ways to control the nature. As a result, lots of
problems are creeping up. They affect not only
the nature but also the humans. Man exploits
nature, sometimes for his own development and
sometimes for his greediness. This self-
indulgence is creating a number of problems.
In the 20th century, dams were constructed on
the rivers. On one hand, the dam construction
is very helpful. On the other hand, it is causing
problems to the nature as well as human beings.
The dam construction is dependent on the river,
its flow, aquatics, forest and people.

In the past, men used to go to the place
where river was flowing. But now, all rivers flow
where and how man wants them to. If the same
continues, maybe one day all rivers will
disappear.

The novel Drushyaadrushyam deals with this
aspect. The novel Drushyaadrushyam was
written by Chandralatha. It is one of the best
known novels in Telugu literature and many
critics appreciated it. Chandralatha has written
three novels and many short stories. Her works
were translated into various languages. She got
TANA (Telugu Association of North America)
award for her novel Regadivittulu in 1997. The
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themes of the present novel Drushyaadrushyam
(Visible and Invisible) are water (River), dam
construction, and flood victims.

This 400-page novel is about Akshita, an
Indian origin Student of Canada University. Prof.
William Outwood is a professor in Canada
University. He is doing research on Dam
construction across rivers. For that research,
he selects a few students, Akshita is one of
them, and suggests that they should go to their
native places. Following his suggestion, all go
to their home towns. Akshita goes to
MahaboobNagar – her parents’ native place –
in Andhra Pradesh, India. She arrives in
Mahaboob Nagar to  study the Dam
construction project. During the study, she finds
many facts. Her grandfather’s family was a
proprietor.  One of her maternal uncles named
Keshava was an engineer. Keshava was
working on dam construction. He knew that
his village was going to be drowned because
of the dam construction. He argued with his
superior about the construction problems.
However, his superior officer refused his
request. Finally, dam construction work began
at the village and eventually, people left their
village. Property owners and rich people
obtained flood compensation with their
influence. However, many common people lost
their agriculture land and livelihood. Many
people became workers. Some people
migrated to different places seeking menial
works. They had also lost their relationship with
the river and forest. Finally, Keshava resigned
from his job and worried about the poor people.
Akshita learns a lesson from this dam
construction and goes to Canada with all
information.

Here I would discuss the nature in this novel.
Since, the beginning of the human life, man has
always depended on the nature. Human being
cannot survive without nature’s help.

If we have faith in this forest, we will acquire
nuts and ripe fruit; if we believe in this river, we
will catch fish and prawn. Life goes on whether
you cultivate land or give grain drop or not
drop…When river Fish and forest tamarind leaf
are going together into stomach … How
Siddayya cannot throughout Mallamma’s
words.

 (Chandralatha. Drushyadrushyam.
p. 44)

The sentences above show us that the family
is dependent on the forest and river. Even if
agriculture is not giving any crop, they can
survive with help of forest and river. They show
the relationship between the nature and human
beings. Every one has a close connection with
their native place. No one can leave his or her
native land all of a sudden.

I have been staying here since my ancestors’
period. River flows through the inner surface.
My cultivable land is on top place. I have dug
water well and cultivated land with Kapila (A
kind of bailing apparatus for drawing water from
a well for irrigation). From my ancestor’s period
to date river never flowed to raise ground and
never plunge cultivated land.

(Ibid. p.59).
It means that the river is always flowing

normally and it never disturbs any one. Because
of dam construction, the river has changed its
course. In one place the character Keshava
says, “Boulders tie all flowing rivers. We are
keeping hydrosphere in our grip. We noose to
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river throat and choked it.” (Ibid.p.336),
adding, “If hydrosphere owners will continue
the same method, after some period may be
river will disappear and pass off it as a
Saraswati”

(Ibid. p.337).
Every state undertakes dam construction

projects at all the possible places on rivers or
tributaries. The water is released all at once
from these dams affecting a number of people.
There was a mammoth flood in Andhra Pradesh
in October 2009. It did not happen naturally. It
happened by the mistakes committed by human
beings. “We did not estimate exactly that how
much flood water is flowing from upper states.
We did not alert people in time’’ (Eenadu, 27-
12-2009, Sunday special-8) On the one hand,
rivers help us. On the other hand, it destroys
our lives. The water is giving life to the people
at the same time the same water is taking life
from them in the form of flood, Tsunami.
Calamities such as tsunami happen as per the
nature of law. However, at present human
beings are their creators.
Conclusion :

In the16th century, Telugu poets treated
nature as part of the literature. At that time, there
was a considerable impact of Sanskrit literature
on Telugu literature. During that period, a
majority of the Telugu poets were Sanskrit

scholars. They followed Sanskrit literature for
style as well as themes. There was no
differenence between the village and city in
nature’s perspective like water sources, air,
forest etc.  However, following the influence of
the western literature, Telugu literature changed
its style. However, there was no change in
themes. Nature could still attract the Telugu
poets and writers. However, after independence
many changes have taken place. Industria-
lization, urban life, increasing population have
begun to take the place of nature. Natural
element, water has also undergone a change. It
became a commodity to be sold and bought.
Telugu writers/poets are absorbing these
changes cautioning the society of the dangers
through their writings. Kolakaluri Enoch’s novel
Ananta Jevanam deals with flood. It discusses
how floods occur manually and how people
become victims of manual flood. Vidyasagar
wrote a long poem called Mumpu (Flood).
Gopi wrote a long poem on water named Jala
Geetam (Water Poem). Some writers/poets
imagined that one-day air also will become a
business element. Saleem wrote a short story
on the pollution of the air. It describes human
beings as having to purchase pure air weekly,
once, from the hospital. Now-a-days nature’s
problems are arising. Poets and writers are
always touching the nature’s problem and
awakening the people through their writings.
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Abstract :
In this paper, an attempt is made to identify

some problems while translating Phrasal Verbs
(PV) from English to Telugu. Translating PVs
pose a considerable number of problems from
one language to another since it is hard to find
direct equivalents from source language
(English) to target (Telugu). Some of the
problems are listed below and explained with
examples. Problems of p Polysemy , ambiguity,
idiomaticity, and, unpredictability are discussed
along with their productivity and productivity
in this paper while translating from English to
Telugu.  Rules are framed to disambiguate these
PVs  as implemented in English to Telugu
Machine Translation (MT) System.
Introduction :

Multi-Word Expressions (MWE) in any
language pose a considerable number of
problems while translating a text from one
language to other, to gain fluency while learning
a language it is very important to handle  MWEs
(wood, 2004; Flose, 2004). Huge amount of
research has been done in this area but still the
problem persist. A Multi word Expression
(MWE), may be  called as a phrase or, is a
word made up of two or more words that has
properties that are  unpredictable from the
properties of the individual words as in   their
normal mode of combination. MWEs are sub-
categorized into different levels like,  idioms,
fixed expressions, phrasal verbs etc. (Moon,
1997; Wary, 2002). Amongst them, presently
we are  narrowly focusing to study and find

- K. Emmanuel Babu, Research scholar, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad.

solutions to implement in MT of phrasal verbs.
A Phrasal Verb (PV), which is a combination
of a verb and a preposition or adverb ,that gives
a meaning different from its constituent verb. It
should not always be translated by considering
its constituent verb alone. While translating from
one language to other there may not to be
equivalent meanings in the target language for
phrasal verbs. Hence  it is  very difficult to
translate them from one language to other
language, particularly from English to Indian
languages. Since there is huge divergence
between these languages linguistically and
culturally, which consequently  leads to
untranslatability of these PVs. To bridge gaps
of these divergence all the PVs  are collected
from the printed material and studied by
analyzing them from the translational point of
view. They are  sub-categorized into six classes
on the basic of semantic transparency  and
argument structure  framed rules to implement
in Machine Translation System.
Methodology :

Phrasal verbs are common feature of English
language but not of Telugu language, present
study is based on translating Phrasal verbs from
English into Telugu and subsequent problems/
changes which investigator faced during this
translation. Phrasal verbs in the sentential
context in  English have been taken from Collins
co build Dictionary of Phrasal Verb, while
Telugu equivalents are given by the translator.
Related works :

Study of MWEs and PVs  is a challenging

Translating Phrasal Verbs from English to Telugu: Some issues
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work,  and particularly framing rules for
Machine Translation systems is much more
challenging job. Many have attempted to
achieve this task but very little progress is
achieved. Some of their works are discussed
here.  Bandari (2002)  worked on machine
translation of phrasal verbs from English to
Hindi. He found that phrasal verbs have highly
context dependent meaning. They may be
disambiguated through the analyzing of semantic
information pertaining to the context. He
translated multi-word expressions involving
phrasal verbs. Sangoor, M.M, (2012)
discussed the syntactic and semantic features
of Phrasal Verbs . According to him, a phrasal
verbs are Composed of two elements. A verbal
element and Particle. Phrasal Verbs are
combination of Lexical Verb + Particle.
Transitive Lexical verbs turn to be intransitive,
when they are phrasalized or vice versa. Particle
is the second component of verb. Some time
particle can change the meaning of the verb or
it adds something to the verb. Particle has five
functions.  To identify the function of phrasal
verbs three characters are important: 1.
Substitution, 2. Expansion and 3.
Rearrangement. Phrasal verbs in English are
replaced by one single meaningful verb. if the
particle is preposition, an additional element will
come in-between verb and particle. Adverbial
particles are inseparable. Some phrasal verb
can be separated, some are not.
Classification of Phrasal Verbs :

Translating Phrasal Verbs is not an easy
task because several problems have been
linked with it they are categorized into six, types
Polysemous, Predictability, Unpredictability,
Idoimaticity, Un-translatability and Ambiguity.

Polysemous :
Certain phrasal verbs can be polysemous.

They have more than one meaning having more
than one meaning to a verb or phrase is called
as Polysemous Phrasal Verb. If a phrasal verb
has more meanings, these meanings will be
different from each other. Polysemy is the
common feature of the phrasal verbs, which
make the meaning unpredictable.
Example :
Blow away :
             


i. If something blows away or if the wind
blows it away, the wind moves it away
from the place where it was.

E :  The wind blew his papers away.
T :  T : 
ii. If you blow something away, you blow

on it so that it moves away from the
place where it was.

E: Shake them in your hand and blow
the husks away.

T :  
iii. If a bomb or explosion blows away part

of your body, it removes it or
destroys it.

E: A marine whose leg had been blown
away

    T  : 
iv. If you say that you are blown away by

something, you mean that you are very
impressed by it.

E: When i first read that book it blew
me away.
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T : 


v. If someone blows another person away,
he  kills him by shooting.

E: He just gets his shotgun out and blow
the guy away.

T :       


The meaning of the verb blow in Telugu  is
 in the transitive sense and  in
the intransitive sense. However, the phrasal verb
blow away requires that it will be translated as
udu in the transitive sense and eVguru in the
intransitive sense. However, the phrasal verb
blow away requires that it will be translated as
    and
are idiosyncratic. but, the syntactic
content may account for the intransitive sense.
….......lexical item - gun may prompt us to put
the meaning  Similarly, the meaning
 is totally idiosyncratic and it requires
abstract sense of the content of the book that
blows someone. That means, the book has left
an impression on him.
Predictability :

 Predictability of the meaning is one of the
major problems of phrasal verbs . However, it
is possible that certain verbs based on their
semantics and certain particles are more enable
for the prediction of the meaning and the
function. Verbs of movement in combination
with adverbial particles are  for more frequently
transparent in their semantics than theirs .
Consider the following examples ( means
guessing or knowing  what something is like,
when something will happen. Predictability is

the major problem of phrasal verbs, because it
has several meanings. Besides that one verb
adding with particle(preposition or adverb) and
giving different meanings, which are not related
to it, also creates a problem. If you want to
translate phrasal verb into Indian  languages, it
is very difficult. because we don’t have exact
equivalent  meaning of the phrasal verb.)
Example - 1 :
 Put down  -  

i. You can say that you put down the phone
to the receiver when you replace it after
you have finished speaking to someone.

E: She put down the receiver and went
to find Mrs. Castle.

T :      
 

Here translation of English Phrasal verb Put
down in Telugu was “krinda pettu”(which refer
to put something down )  These  sentences were
translated into Telugu, but meaning of the these
sentence  in Telugu is “krinda pettu” . These
meaning is refers to put something down on the
Flore . The meaning is  non-  idiomatic. The
English phrasal verb put down was translated
into Telugu both (verb and paricle) meanings
are translating as it is (put  means pettu, down-
krinda),  because of these reason the meaning
is predictable in Telugu. This meaning is
transitive.
Go down -  

ii. If you go down in a building, you move
downstairs.

E: I must go down and put on my
necklace.
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T:              


 Here translation of second  English Phrasal
verb go down  in Telugu  krindiki vellu  (which
refer to the person going down ) and  This
English  sentences were translated into Telugu,
the meaning of the this sentence  in Telugu is
krindiki vellu. This meaning is non- idiomatic.
The meaning is showing some direction (down
stair).  however The English phrasal verb go
down when it translated into Telugu both (verb
and particle)meanings are translating as the
same (go  means vellu, down- krindaki),
because of these reason the meaning is
predictable in Telugu. This meaning is transitive.
Unpredictability :

Unpredictability means that one can’t guess
the proper meaning. It is also one of the
problems of translating phrasal verbs from one
language to another. When it comes to phrasal
verbs, the meaning of the phrasal verb is not
identifiable. It is included in the meaning of the
sentence. We cannot separate the meaning.
Some time the meaning of the phrasal verb can
be opposite or unexpected meaning can occur.
Hence, it is unpredictable.   Example: come off
means leave, but its another meaning is success.
Example - 1 :
Break up - 

iv. If something breaks someone up, it
causes them to lose control and begin to
laugh or cry.

E: That show was so funny it really
break me up

T:      


Here translation of English Phrasal verb
Break up in Telugu was “pagalabadi navvu”
(which refer to that laugh heavily ) and  The
phrasal verb occurs in  one sentences. These
one sentences were translated into Telugu,
however, meaning of the English phrasal verb
in Telugu is  “pagalabadi navvu” . However,
The meaning is  idiomatic. The English phrasal
verb Break up was translated into Telugu both
(verb and particle) meanings are changing and
not related to the verb and particle. Due to this,
the meaning is unpredictable in Telugu.
Example - 2 :
Get up - 

If you get up to a place, you visit it or travel
there, especially when the place is farther north
than you or is in a city.

E: I won’t to get up there again this
summer.

T: 
 Here translation of second  English Phrasal

verb get up in Telugu paryatimchu (which refers
to the person visiting the new place ) and  This
English sentences were translated into Telugu,
the meaning of this sentence in Telugu is
paryatimchu. This meaning is idiomatic.  While
translating the phrasal Get up was into Telugu,
both (verb and particle) meanings are changing
and not related to the verb and particle
meanings.  However,  the meaning is
unpredictable in Telugu.
Idoimaticity :

It is generally admitted that phrasal verbs
are thought to be one of the difficult items for
learners of English as a second or foreign
language. The reason is that some phrasal verbs
have an Idiomatic meaning, which is usually
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defined as the fact that “the meaning of the
complex unit does not result from the simple
combination of those of its constituents”
(Arnaud & Savignon,

1997, p.161).Dagut and Laufer (1985)
found that Hebrew learners of English
significantly preferred one-word expressions to
phrasal verbs, while English native speakers did
not. This is not surprising since learning phrasal
verbs is more complex than learning single
words because of their idiomatic meaning. With
regard to the meaning of idiomatic phrasal
verbs, Liao and Fukuya(2004) found that
learners chose fewer figurative phrasal verbs
than literal phrasal verbs on a multiple-choice
test. They explained that this avoidance is due
to the semantic difficulty of Figurative phrasal
verbs.
Example - 1 :
Fight back - 

If you fight back an emotion, you try very
hard not to let it affect you.

E : She fought back the tears.
T : 
In the example one, the translation of the

English Phrasal verb ‘Fight back’  in Telugu is
‘anachiveyu’. However, the meaning  refers to
the person, who  stopped the tears.  And this
meaning  is not related to the components of
the verb and particle. However,  when the
English phrasal verb Fight back was translated
into Telugu, both verb and particle meanings
changed were  un related to the verb and
particle. It is very difficult to get the proper
equivalents However, when you literally
translate the English verb ‘Fight’  into Telugu ,it
is translated as‘poradu’but when the verb joins

with particle  up,it translates as  ‘anicheveyu’.
Due  to this, the meaning is ‘Idiomatic’  in Telugu.
Example - 2 :
Break down -  

To unable to control your feelings and to
start to cry.

E: when i told her the news, she broken
down.

T:      


In the example Two, the translation of the
English Phrasal verb ‘Break down’  in Telugu
is ‘edchu’. However, the meaning  refers to the
person, who had tears in  eyes . This meaning
is unrelated to the components of the verb and
particle. However,  when the English phrasal
verb Break down  was translated into Telugu
both verb and particle meanings  changed and
were unrelated  to the verb and particle. It is
very difficult to get the proper equivalents.
However, when you literally translate the
English verb ‘Break’  into Telugu,it is ‘pagulu,’
but when the verb joins with up and it  gives the
meaning ‘edchu’. Hence, the meaning is
‘Idiomatic’ in Telugu.
Ambiguity :

Ambiguity means more  than  two
interpretations or more than  two senses  of  a
word. Ambiguity  could be lexical , morphoI
logical  and  syntactic. Lexical  ambiguity  results,
when  ambiguous  senses  are  either a  result of
polysemy (e.g.  words  being   a metonymic  or
a  metaphoric  sense  extensions  )  or  a result
of  Homonymy. Morphological ambiguity
occurs, when one part of speech can be used
instead of another.e.g.  In the  phrase “no   road
works  “can  morphologically  be  interpreted
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as  a plural  noun  or  a  verb. Consequently,
the sentence can be  interpreted as there is no
repair  works  or  none  of the roads  is  in
good  condition  to  be  used.

Unlike  most  language  users ,translators
have  to decide  how to tackle  the  problem  of
simultaneous  existence  of  two  or  more
possible  interpretations ,when rendering the
meaning in the process  of   intra—lingual  and
inter—lingual  translation.
Example 1 :
Pick up :

iii. If someone is picked up by the police or
another group, they are arrested or taken
somewhere to be asked questions.

E :  The police picked up the drug dealer
T :
In the example, one of  the translation of the

English Phrasal verb ‘Pick up’ in Telugu. is
‘arsthu cheyu’.It  refers to the person,who was
arrested by police and this meaning is  not
related to the components of the phrasal verb.
However, when ,the English phrasal verb Pick
up was translated into Telugu, both verb and
particle meanings  changed  and  were unrelated
to the verb and particle. It is very difficult to get
the proper equivalents .However, when you
literally translate the English verb ‘pick’  into
Telugu, it is ‘andukonu’ ,but  when the verb
joins with up ,it  gives the meaning arrest.
Because of this reason, the meaning is
Ambiguous   in Telugu. .
Example  - 2
Pick up : 

If something or language is picking up he is
learning that particular language quickly

E: The   student   picked   up  the  new
language quickly

T:   
In the example -2 the translation of the

English Phrasal verb ‘Pick up’ in Telugu is
‘nerchukonu’. However, the meaning  refers to
the person ,who was arrested by police and it
is not related to the components of the phrasal
verb. However, the English phrasal verb Pick
up was translated into Telugu both verb and
particle meanings are changing and not related
to the verb and particle. It is very difficult to get
the proper equivalents. However, when you
literally translate the English verb pick  into
Telugu, it is pattukonu. When the verb joins with
up ,it gives  the meaning nerchukonu. The
meaning is ambiguous in Telugu.  Hence, the
meaning is Idiomatic in Telugu. However, it is
very difficult to get the proper equivalent.
Untranslatability :

Untranslatability is a property of a text or of
any utterance in one language, for which no
equivalent text or utterance can be found in
another language, when translated. When it
comes to phrasal verbs, some phrasal verbs
can’t be translatable, because there is no related
meaning in the target language to the source
language word.
Example - 1
Go down - 

1. if you talk about food or drink going
down well, you mean that it is eaten or
drunk  with enjoyment.

E: A cup of tea would go down nicely
T:
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In the first example, the translation of the
English Phrasal verb  ‘Go down’ into Telugu.
is ‘chakkaga umdu’(which refers to that taste
to the mouth ). However, The meaning  refers
to the   taste of the mouth and this meaning is
un related to the components of the phrasal
verb. However, when the English phrasal verb-
Go down was translated into Telugu ,both verb
and particle meanings changed and  were un
related to the verb and particle. It is very difficult
to get the proper equivalents. Because of this
reason, the meaning is untranslatable in Telugu.
However, it is very difficult to get the proper
equivalent. This meaning is intransitive and
idiomatic. Of all the above reasons ,the  English
phrasal verb -Go down meaning is
unpredictable in Telugu language.
Example - 2
Put away – 

1. If you put away food or drink, you eat
or drink a lot of it.

E: !He put away sandwiches and coffee
still hungry.

T:   
 

In the second example, the translation of the
English Phrasal verb ‘Put away’ into Telugu.

The meaning of the English phrasal verb in
Telugu is . However, the meaning
is refers to that eating lot of the food and this
meaning is which is not related to the
components of the English phrasal verb.
However, the English phrasal verb ‘Put away’
was translated into Telugu both verb and particle
meanings are changing and not related to the
verb particle. However, it is very difficult to get
the proper equivalent in Telugu. This meaning
is transitive and idiomatic. Of all the above
reasons the English phrasal verb ‘Put away’
meaning is unpredictable in Telugu language.
Conclusion :

Polysemi  in  Phrasal verbs  does  occur in
Telugu. The translation of some Phrasal verbs
is Predictable and for others unpredictable. Due
to cultural constraints, many phrasal verbs are
untranslatable exactly in Telugu .Ambiguity for
translated English Phrasal verbs is not reflected
in Telugu Translation.  Polysemi is the common
feature of the English phrasal verbs. In some
cases All the meanings in English may not come
in Telugu. However,  we cannot predict the
proper meaning and it is very difficult to get the
proper equivalents in Telugu. We can observe
This type of problems can occur while
translating English  phrasal verbs into Telugu.
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